FERRY SAYS AUTOMATIC PHONE OFFICIALS

~TRIED TO BLOCK COUNT OF SUBSCRIBERS

YU, W, Tracy, vice-president flinois
*Peiophone & Telegraph Cos,.and oth-
“#r officials of that company, tried to
lide records wanted by the .public
‘getvice department making & count
of sutomatic phones, according to
Montague Fearry. The count has
‘shown that out of more than 24,000
Wamies in the automatic phone direc-
fory less than 14,883 are bona-fide
stibeeribers.

""'"How Viee President Tracy and oth-
érs tried to snag and hold back the
“ebunt and smear it over as inaccurate
or tmproper (8 told in Public Bervice
Tommissioner Ferry's report of the
count. Though the company exisis
through a franchise granted by the
‘elty and has its wires laid under city
Ftrests, Tracy and his crowd scted as
tHough Ferry and the city inspectors
were putting in and behaving WIohg
whitn they came to look at records
and exchanges.

“The department of public service
tmd not had the full ce-operstion of
fhe llinols Telephone & Telegraph
Co.." writes Ferry. “This delayed the
aork of the count.”

. Written notice was served on Tricy
Oct. 8 that the city council had or-
dered the count made and city in-
Bpectors wanted to see the company’s
re¢ords. 1t was not until Nov. 21 that
city men were allowed to go into the

hone exchanges. It was not until
Yot 11, after more sparring and jig-
gling nround, that Tracy gave city
men permission to look over the com-
pany’s records,

From Oct, § till Nov .21 Ferry and
fils men kept on tackling Tracy for
&' nopen door. But Tracy kept the
Woor shut, stalled off all inspectors
and said he was waiting for advice
froni his lawyers. Not untfl the
‘touncil gas-ofl commities sent Dan
Schuyler the phone company law-

- yer, a notice that the commiites de-
manded the company give {ree access
to all recornds did Tru:z cOme acrogs,

On Nov. 30 Tracy sent to Ferry
charges tat one of Ferry's men had
made “derogatory remarks"” and ad«
vised patrons not to pay their bills
to the phone company. The investi-
gator was Inid off snd afterwards put
back by Ferry when it was found that
not one of the charges made by Tracy
hed any foundation, In each case the
phone subscriber concerned made o
sgued statement that the lnvestign-
tor had not made the “derogatory re-
marks" complalned of. Ferry citas
each complaint and his proof of s
untruth in each case and then in &
lstter to Tracy, the head man of the .
sutomatic pohne system of Chicago,
writes:

“Out of a total of six complains,
therafore, your company scores 100
per cent. in statements to
fact. The net resulf s testimony to
the efficlent work done by the in-
spectors who have called on thou-
sands of subscribers and not caused
4 single bona fidé complaint. If out
of such a number of visits 85 many as
200 or 300 complaints had been re-
ceived it would not have besn ex-

tracrdingry.

e

JESSE WILLIAMS CAUGHT
After three hours of guestioning
Jesse Willams, ex-convict end
“poke-fiend,” confessed that he at-
tacked and assaulled Mrs, Anna
Schwartz, 75, In her home In Wheat-

He is now beingiskdIn the Du Page

county iafl, Wi
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ass'ns exempled now have mu?q‘
calling for $5,75, which do not ex-
pire until May L r L




